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interesting because of her impudent and daring replies
and her despairing exit. The roles are of more than
common difficulty and they are written without any
of the usual devices to lighten the boy aftor's task.
MACBETH
Lady Macbeth presents few difficulties in perform-
ance, and the writing of the part is designed to make it
as simple as is possible without forfeiting the dramatic
value of the character. It is unnecessary to suppose
that Lady Macbeth was played by a young man, for the
part is well within the scope of a boy aftor of sixteen.
The character is presented in sections, each of which
reveal a new aspe& of Lady Macbeth's consuming
ambition. She is first seen brooding over Macbeth's
news of the witches' prophecy [96], and here she has
the advantage of being alone on the Stage, which
enables her to impress her character upon the spectators
without pause or hindrance, and is able to augment
her first effeft by the second soliloquy. By the time
Macbeth arrives she has decided on her course of
aftion and her last line:
Leave all the rest to me,
clinches the impression she has created of overmaster-
ing ambition working in an unscrupulous nature. The
effe& of her behaviour in the next scene is to add
treachery to her other qualities, for she greets the
unsuspecting Duncan with fair words. The aftor is
not asked to reveal her duplicity by subtle means,